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FM AMCONSUL JERUSALEM 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC FLASH 0525 
AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS FLASH 
INFO AMEMBASSY AMMAN IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY BEIRUT IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY CAIRO IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV IMMEDIATE 
USMISSION USUN NEW YORK IMMEDIATE 

SECRET JERUSALEM 0763 

FROM CHARGE TEL AVIV 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MARR LE IS 

SUBJECT: SOUTH LEBANON: AVOIDANCE OF SYRIAN-ISRAELI AIR ENCOUNTERS 

1 . DURING JUST CONCLUDED MEETING WITH BEGIN, WEIZMAN AND 
DAYAN, WEIZMAN ASKED THAT WE DO WHATEVER POSSIBLE TO ENSURE 
SYRIANS UNDERSTAND THAT ISRAELI PILOTS ARE UNDER STRICT 
INSTRUCTIONS TO AVOID ANY AERIAL ENCOUNTERS WITH SYRIAN 
AIRCRAFT. 

2. WEIZMAN SAID HE HAD ORDERED THE ISRAELI AIR FORCE NOT 

TO UNDERTAKE ANY MISSIONS NORTH OF THE LITANAI RIVER. THERE 
ARE TWO EXCEPTIONS TO THIS BLANKET ORDER: (1) IT WILL BE 
NECESSARY TO FLY OCCASIONAL PHOTO RECONNAISSANCE MISSIONS, (2) 

ANY ARTILLERY OR KATYUSHA ATTACKS LAUNCHED FROM NORTH 
SECRET 
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OF THE LITANI AGAINST ISRAELI SETTLEMENTS OR IDF 
FORCES WILL BE SUBJECT TO AERIAL BOMBARDMENT. 

3. WEIZMAN PROFESSED CONCERN THAT DESPITE THESE 
RESTRICTIONS ON IAF OPERATIONS, GIVEN SPEEDS OF 
SYRIAN AND ISRAELI AIRCRAFT AND THE SHORT DISTANCES 
INVOLVED, THE MARGIN FOR MISCALCULATION IS PRESENT. 
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HE REFERRED TO REPORTS HE HAD THAT SYRIANS MIGHT BE 
FLYING PATROLS OVER LEBANON, ESPECIALLY IN BEIRUT 
AREA. 

4. DURING COURSE OF MEETING, WEIZMAN WAS CALLED TO 
THE PHONE BY MOD TO REPORT A NEAR INCIDENT BETWEEN 
AN IAF AND A SYRIAN JET. WHEN HE RETURNED TO MEETING 
AND REPORTED ESPIDE, HE ONCE AGAIN ASKED THAT SYRIANS 
BE REASSURED ISRAELIS WISH TO AVOID ANY ENCOUNTERS OF 
ANY SORT WITH SYRIAN FORCES. 

NEWLIN 


SECRET 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: Z 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: AIR COMBAT OPERATIONS, MILITARY PLANS, AIR EXERCISES 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 16 mar 1978 
Decaption Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Decaption Note: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978JERUSA00763 
Document Source: CORE 
Document Unique ID: 00 
Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: HR PER 78 STATE 67685 
Executive Order: GS 
Errors: N/A 
Expiration: 

Film Number: D7801 22-1 229, D7801 17-0206 

Format: TEL 
From: JERUSALEM 
Handling Restrictions: 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t1 9780361 /aaaabzpk.tel 

Line Count: 73 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: b3224bc6-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION NEA 

Original Classification: SECRET 

Original Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: SECRET 
Previous Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 22 jun 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3312468 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: SOUTH LEBANON: AVOIDANCE OF SYRIAN-ISRAELI AIR ENCOUNTERS 
TAGS: MARR, MOPS, LE, IS, SY 
To: STATE DAMASCUS 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/b3224bc6-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



